[Venous interventions. Part 2: Thromboses of the upper torso and mesenteric veins].
This article focuses on the percutaneous treatment options of venous thromboses and occlusions. Interventional therapy modalities for mediastinal, brachial, axillar, cerebral, and mesenteric thromboses are reviewed. Stenoses of the superior vena cava are most often caused by mediastinal malignomas. Balloon angioplasty together with stent implantation is an effective method for revascularisation in cases of upper venous congestion. Benign central venous stenoses are common in dialysis patients for whom interventional therapy using balloon angioplasty has proven excellent results. In the treatment of insufficient dialysis access, percutaneous techniques represent the first-choice option. Regarding cerebral and mesenteric thrombosis, interventional therapy is restricted to selected individual cases.